256              THE LIFE OF EDWARD CAVE.         [A.D.r/54.
by him, except his numbers of The Adventurer, and ' The Life of Edward Cave,'* in the Gentleman's Magazine for February. In biography there can be no question that he excelled, beyond all who have attempted that species of composition; upon which, indeed, he set the highest value. To the minute selection of characteristical circumstances, for which the ancients were remarkable, he added a philosophical research, and the most perspicuous and energetick language. Cave was certainly a man of estimable qualities, and was eminently diligent and successful in his own business1, which, doubtless, entitled him to respect. But he was peculiarly fortunate in being recorded by Johnson, who, of the narrow life of a printer and publisher, without any digressions or adventitious circumstances, has made an interesting and agreeable narrative2.
The Dictionary, we may believe, afforded Johnson full occupation this year. As it approached to its conclusion, he probably worked with redoubled vigour, as seamen increase their exertion and alacrity when they have a near prospect of their haven.
Lord Chesterfield, to whom Johnson Imcl paid the high compliment of addressing to his Lordship the Plan of his Dictionary, had behaved to him in such a manner as to excite his contempt and indignation. The world has been for many years amused with a story confidently told, and as confidently repeated with additional circumstances3, that a sudden disgust was taken by Johnson upon occasion of his having been one day kept long in waiting in his Lordship's antechamber, for which the reason assigned was, that he had company with him; and that at last, when the door opened, out walked Colley Gibber; and that Johnson was so violently provoked when he found for whom he had been so long excluded, that he went away in a passion, and never would return. I remember having mentioned this story to George Lord Lyttelton, who told me, he was very intimate with Lord Chesterfield; and holding it as a
1 In a document in the possession     value of the effects was .£8,708.'
of one of Cave's collateral descend-        2 Johnson records   of his  friend
ants which I have seen dated May 3,     that ' one of the last acts of reason
1754, and headed, ' Present state of     which he exerted was fondly to press
the late Mr. Edward Cave's effects,'     the hand that is now writing this
I found entered ' Magazine, .£3,000.     little narrative.'    Works, vi. 433.
Daily Advertiser, £900.'   The total        3 See Hawkins's Johnson, p. 189.
well-knownould have stuck with  bay-leaves,     Mr. Langton's ' Collection,' and May
